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MINISTER FOR ASIAN ENGAGEMENT — SOUTH KOREA VISIT 
Statement by Minister for Asian Engagement 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Asian Engagement) [2.11 pm]: As Minister for Asian 
Engagement, I accompanied the Premier and Ministers Ellery and Papalia on their inaugural official delegation to 
China with 37 senior education and tourism representatives from 8 to 11 November, in relation to which the 
Premier has already reported to the house. Subsequently, from 12 to 14 November, I travelled to Seoul, 
South Korea, to meet with key business executives and the Korean Deputy Minister for Trade, Industry and Energy 
to highlight the importance of Western Australia’s relationship with South Korea. 
My initial meeting was with the chargé d’affaires of Australia to the Republic of Korea to hear the embassy’s 
views on the current state of the South Korean economy and North Korea’s effect on economic issues. I met with 
the Pohang Iron and Steel Company to seek an update on POSCO’s overseas resource development strategy and 
its current iron ore investments in Western Australia, including Roy Hill. 
My meeting with Hyundai Steel was to inquire about the company’s strategy in securing resources overseas and 
its future plans to invest in iron ore mines in Western Australia. The South Korean representative of 
Meat and Livestock Australia provided an overview of the beef market in South Korea. I toured KT Olleh Square, 
located at the KT–Korea Telecom building to see new concepts in telecommunications technology. I met with the 
Deputy Minister for Trade, Industry and Energy to seek his advice on the Korean government’s strategy to secure 
mineral resources, particularly the five core minerals—lithium, cobalt, nickel, manganese and tungsten—required 
for developing new industries for South Korea’s fourth industrial revolution. At OCI Company Ltd, I encouraged 
OCI to participate in resource development projects and discussed its current project with Perth-based 
Arafura Resources Ltd. 
In discussions with the Korean Tennis Association, the focus was on exchange through off-season training for 
national, pro and youth teams, youth and coaching education, and friendly game exchanges. At the 
Korea Foundation I sought opportunities for cultural and people-to-people exchange between South Korea and 
Western Australia. I met with the Energy and Mineral Resources Development Association of Korea regarding 
EMRDA’s directive to lead its member companies toward overseas resources investment activity. At 
Hyundai Motor Company’s research and development centre, I gained an understanding of the application of power 
materials to Hyundai’s vehicles. 
I concluded with a roundtable discussion with representatives from Woodside, Tourism WA and the government 
of Western Australia Korea office regarding further development of the cooperative relationship with South Korea 
in relation to resources, liquefied natural gas, tourism and education. I thank the government of WA Korea office 
for its efforts in developing the relationship. 
I table a summary of my itinerary. 
[See paper 1134.] 
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